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    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              February 26, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were one media representative and three 

other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Auditor Spetnagel and Safety-Service 

Director Carman. The meeting was broadcast live by Spectrum and by Horizonview. 

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Dr. Kerney moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the minutes of the regular meeting of 

February 12, 2018, and the minutes of the special meeting of February 19, 2018, be accepted and 

approved, as submitted by the Clerk.  All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold 

declared the motion adopted. 

 

Pres. Arnold called upon Melody Young, Executive Director of Ross-Chillicothe Convention & 

Visitors Bureau, to present to Council her annual report. Ms. Young stated that they appreciated 

the additional funding provided by Chillicothe City Council. She referred to the printed report 

that she distributed, reading excerpts from the report. She asked the members of Council to 

submit nominations for the “Grand Pineapple” award to be made at the Fifth Annual Tourism 

Banquet on May 7, 2018, at the Christopher Conference Center. Mrs. Corcoran thanked her and 

her staff for all that they do to promote tourism in Ross County. Ms. Young said that their move 

to the new location at 730 North Plaza Boulevard has resulted in a 37% increase in visitors to 

their office. She concluded by urging everyone to participate in the many Statehood Day events 

scheduled to take place this coming Saturday.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Finance and Technology Committees: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #9 to transfer $94,061.00 from Unappropriated Street Construction 

to a Debt Service Reserve account, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that he will 

seek to pass this item tonight. Mr. Proehl noted that copies of an amended version of Ordinance 

No. 6-18, passed at the last regular meeting, were distributed with the legislative packets on 

Friday. He said that this is to correct errors in Section 2 of the ordinance. Mr. Proehl moved and 

Mrs. Patrick seconded that Council reconsider the passage of Ordinance No. 6-18. All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Mr. Proehl moved 

and Mr. Fleurima seconded that Ordinance No. 6-18 be amended by replacing the original version 

with the amended version that was distributed in the Friday legislative packets. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Mr. Proehl moved and Mr. 

Hines seconded that Ordinance No. 6-18, as amended, be passed: 

 

Ord. No. 6-18 amending Chapter 163, Income Tax, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Chillicothe, Ohio, and declaring an emergency, being the question, and upon the call of the roll, 

all nine members present voted “yea”, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 6-18 adopted.  

 

Safety Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Fleurima reported on Item #6 to appropriate $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver 

feedback signs for traffic control, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Fleurima reported 

on Item #7 to accept and appropriate insurance funds in the amount of $316.62, on tonight’s 

agenda for its first reading. He said that he will seek to pass this item tonight. Mr. Fleurima 

reported on Item #8 to authorize the City of Chillicothe to accept and appropriate a grant from 

Chillicothe Elks Lodge No. 52 in the amount of $1,500.00, on tonight’s agenda for its first 

reading. He said that he will also seek to pass this item tonight. Mr. Fleurima reported on Item 

#11 to amend Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, on 

tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that this will reduce the number of the members on 

the Nuisance Abatement Board from six to five.  
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Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 to approve the action of the Planning Commission in rezoning 

the property located at 1285 Western Avenue from Single Family Residential (RI) to General 

Commercial (GC), on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mr. Tatman moved and Mr. Fleurima 

seconded that Item #1 not be read tonight. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. 

Arnold declared the motion adopted. Mr. Tatman reminded everyone that there will be a public 

hearing on this on Monday, March 12, 2018, immediately prior to the regular meeting of Council 

that night. Mr. Tatman reported on Item #3 to authorize traffic and signal changes in the area of 

two new city school buildings located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, 

Mill Street and Allen Avenue, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. Mr. Tatman said that 

the Engineering Committee met last Wednesday to discuss the assignment requesting legislation 

to authorize the placement of cell phone poles on North Bridge Street. He said that this has been 

sent on to the Law Director’s Office for the drafting of the legislation. 

 

Human Resources Committee: 

 

Ms. Fairchild reported on Item #10 to amend Section 131.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Chillicothe, Ohio, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. She said that this has to do 

with the compensation of the members of the Chillicothe Civil Service Commission.  

  

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines reported on Item #4 to approve the Solid Waste Management Plan, on tonight’s agenda 

for its second reading. Mr. Hines reported on Item #5 to authorize the City to participate in the 

ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program for Road Salt, on tonight’s agenda for its second 

reading. He said that the City Services Committee met earlier tonight, and that they discussed 

assignment #18-012 requesting the appropriation of funds for the City’s share of costs and 

expenses for the law enforcement complex. He said that more information will be sought in 

connection with the request for approximately $151,000.00 in future funding, but that the 

committee approved the payment of approximately $58,000.00 that is past due, and that this has 

been sent to the Law Director’s Office. He said that assignment #18-016 was also discussed, and 

that the committee approved the appropriation of approximately $79,000.00 for capital 

equipment, and that this has also been sent to the Law Director’s Office for the drafting of 

legislation.    

 

Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal reported on Item #2 to authorize the Mayor to support an agreement with Three 

Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area tax exemption of 

seventy-five percent for fifteen years, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mrs. Neal moved 

and Ms. Fairchild seconded that Item #2 not be read tonight. All nine members present voted 

“yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Mrs. Neal noted that the Development 

Committee has assignment #18-017 requesting legislation to accept the Steele property off of 

West Water Street, plus the sum of $50,000.00 for maintenance. She said that the committee will 

meet on March 19, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., here in Council Chambers to discuss that assignment. She 

announced that the committee will also have a work session on Monday, March 26, 2018, at 6:30 

p.m., here in Council Chambers relating to assignment #17-029 dealing with the regulation of 

food trucks and other vendors. She urged all members of Council to try to attend, and asked each 

to come prepared to discuss ideas on the subject. Mrs. Neal concluded her report by announcing 

that she has good news. She said that the Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) for 

Chillicothe has been approved by the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor Control, and that the 16 

licensees will be getting notice of this.     

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney announced that effective today, the City has closed the Renick Avenue yard waste 

dump site. He said that it will no longer receive any yard waste, and that his administration is 

checking on the cost of cleanup of the site. However, he said that the City will have a yard waste 

pickup program this summer, with details to be announced. Mayor Feeney expressed his thanks to 

the City Engineering and the City Service Departments for their management of the City’s 

floodwall and levy systems during the recent heavy rains. He said that this required a lot of time 

and effort to monitor the situation, especially during this past weekend. Mayor Feeney said that  
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he has some good news, as a result of a call that he received today from State Senator Bob 

Peterson. He indicated that the City made a grant request for funds to renovate the old armory 

building in the City Park, and that $250,000.00 has been approved. He stated that he will be 

submitting a request to Council for approval of some matching funding, and that the City is 

hopeful that additional grant monies may be awarded in the future. He also stated that other 

entities have indicated a willingness to provide help.   

 

Report of Pres. Arnold: 

 

Pres. Arnold said that he received from AEP a rather large notebook, which he exhibited, 

concerning its application for approval of a local transmission line project. He said that the 

notebook contains a lot of information, and that he will place it in the old jury room so that it will 

be accessible to any member of Council desiring to look at it.  

 

 

     NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Proehl announced that there will be another meeting on strategic planning here in Council 

Chambers on Monday, March 5, 2018, at 6:30 p.m. He said that the Finance Committee will meet 

immediately after that meeting. He noted that the Finance Committee has received assignment 

#18-019, requesting $12,198.41 in additional appropriations for brought forward invoices, and he 

said that this will be discussed.  

 

   COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced the following additional Council committee assignments for inclusion in 

the Journal of Council: 

18-017-Development-Request to discuss the acceptance of property being offered by Priscilla 

Steele along with a donation of $50,000.00 for ongoing maintenance of the property; 

18-018-Human Resources-Request for legislation to accept the fact finding award issued in SERB 

Case Nos. 2087-MED-03-0252 and 2017-MED-03-0253; and 

18-019-Finance-Request for legislation to appropriate an additional $12,198.41 for brought 

forward invoices from 2017 to the 2018 budget. 

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

An ordinance authorizing traffic and signal changes in the area of two new city school buildings 

located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen Avenue, 

and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only.  

 

An ordinance approving the Solid Waste Management Plan, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the second time by title only. 

 

An ordinance authorizing the City to participate in the ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program 

for Road Salt, and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only. 

 

An ordinance appropriating $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver feedback signs for traffic 

control, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. 

 

Ord. No. 8-18 accepting and appropriating insurance funds in the amount of $316.62, and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. 

Proehl seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 8-

18 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 9-18 authorizing the City of Chillicothe to accept and appropriate a grant from 

Chillicothe Elks Lodge #52 in the amount of $1,500.00, and declaring an emergency was read for 

the first time by title only. Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the three reading 

rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and 

Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item 

itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 9-18 adopted.  
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Ord. No. 10-18 transferring $94,061.00 from Unappropriated Street Construction to a Debt 

Service Reserve account and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. 

Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this 

item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All mine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 10-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance amending Section 131.02(A) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, 

Ohio was read for the first time by title only. 

 

An ordinance amending Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe 

was read for the first time by title only.  

 

Pres. Arnold reminded everyone that Mr. Proehl has announced a strategic planning meeting at 

6:30 p.m. on the 5th of March, to be followed by a meeting of the Finance Committee; and that 

Mrs. Neal has announced a meeting of the Development Committee for the 19th of March, and a 

work session of the Development Committee for the 26th of March. 

 

Mrs. Neal moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that Council go into an executive session pursuant 

to Council Rule 24(2) to consider the purchase of property for public purposes if premature 

disclosure or information would give an unfair competitive advantage to a person whose personal, 

private interest is adverse to the general public interest. All nine members present voted “yea” 

and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. At 8:07 p.m., after excusing the media 

representative and the other visitors, Council met in executive session in Council Chambers for 

the stated purpose. At 8:20 p.m., Council invited the media representative and the other visitors to 

return to Council Chambers, whereupon Mrs. Corcoran moved and Ms. Fairchild seconded that 

Council go out of the executive session and resume the regular meeting. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.    

     

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mrs. Neal seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:21 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

    

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


